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Course Description:  This class is designed to teach students the skills necessary in communicating in the print media today with emphasis on writing, but including interviewing, observing, reporting, reacting and synthesizing.  Students will be given the opportunity to discover and explore various forms of writing utilized in Journalism.  Ethics, law and responsibility will also be discussed and applied to real life situations.  Advanced skills such as interpretation, analysis, creativity and design will be developed in this laboratory setting.  This class will follow the “Curriculum Guide for Beginning Journalism” compiled by the Journalism Education Association.
Required readings:
Selections will be assigned from a variety of novels, magazines and other print media.

In addition, we will be using the following reference books:

The Radical Write by Bobby Hawthorne

The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook by Tim Harrower

The Associated Press Style Book and Libel Manual edited by the Associated Press

The New York Times

Units to be taught

A.  Dynamics of Communication
B.  History of American Journalism

C.  First Amendment freedom and the responsibility of the press

D.  The art of interviewing

E.  News: What is it and how to gather it

F.  Copy Editing:  Learning style and editing skills

G.  Writing news leads and articles

H.  Opinion writing:  columns, reviews and editorials

I.  Feature writing

J.  Sports writing

K.  Headline writing

L.  Layout and design

M.  Photojournalism

N.  Advertising

O.  Newspaper production

P.  Yearbook production

Q.  Journalism careers
Expectations:

Students are expected to come prepared to class with all handouts and materials supplied by the teacher.  This is a fast-paced, creative course where students will be given freedom to learn and explore with discussion groups, lab time, and individual projects.  Grades will be assigned based on a 4.0 point system.  It is very important that students are self-motivated and diligent in meeting deadlines.  This class is a recommended prerequisite for the newspaper and yearbook class.

Grading Scale:

In class, students will be graded on the following 4 point scale:

4.0 – A 
3.7 – A-
3.3 – B+
3.0 – B

2.7 – B-

2.3 – C+
2.0 – C

1.7 – C-
1.3 – D+
1.0 – D

0.7 – D-
0.3 – E

0.0 – No Attempt

In MiSTAR, you will notice that all grades in the gradebook are represented by a number as shown above.  These numbers represent the grade that the student received on the assignment.  If a student received a B+ on a paper, the gradebook will show a 3.3 for the mark.

Suggested materials:
You will need a 3 ring binder for your journalism notebook.  Please organize and label the dividers according to the units on the syllabus.  We will be utilizing a variety of handouts and alternative information, so this notebook will serve as your “textbook” and study guide for all tests and assignments.  Please bring a pen and notebook paper to every class.  Newspapers and magazines will be utilized throughout this course.  Please collect and donate any magazines or newspaper editions that you feel would be beneficial to the class.  (ex.  Newsweek, Time, Sports Illustrated, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, or other notable out of state papers) 
Contact information:
Email is the best way to contact me.  You may access my email and website through the Hartland High School Home page.  Please choose staff directory and click on my website link or email address.  My email is elainebell@hartlandschools.us.  My room phone number is 810-626-2348.  I will return voice mails as soon as possible, but I do not have access to my phone during school hours.  
My website address is http://www.hartlandhighschool.us/subsites/Elaine-Bell/ .

Please feel free to contact me with any questions about assignments or grades.
